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son was virtually conquered by the 'petticoat opposition,' for, while he by no means abandoned the Eatons, he found it wise to send the husband to Florida as Governor and afterward to Spain as minister. The courtly widower, whose studied deference and kindness to Mrs. Eaton won the old warrior's heart completely, was the chief gainer in the memorable 'court war,' for every subsequent political movement of the administration was so directed as to clear the way for Martin Van Buren. to the Vice Presidency, al-i though it was curious that when he succeeded to the White House, he sat up there a code of etiquette such as even fashionable damsels thought equaled that of an old-time German principality.
"The beautiful 'Bellona,' as 'Peggy' Eaton was called, survived the great rebellion of the women against Jackson for more than forty years. It was the only time 'Old Hickory' was ever completely vanquished, and yet the stout-hearted old soldier would have been her chivalric companion if she had been the homeliest dame in Wash-ington."
This in its substance is an exaggerated perversion of the scandal from the worst form of gossip found in the scandal monger papers of the anti-Jackson class.
The newspaper articles that seem to have made this scandal a perpetuity were all published after the dissolu-tion, and with malice carried the dissolution back to the Johnson-Ingham affair fifteen months before the dissolu-tion, but which had nothing to do with it. This great national scandal originated at a time when a contest was on for President between Jackson on one side, with Calhoun, Clay, and Webster on the other, and when their friends were wrought up to the highest pitch. Indeed, for malignity and defamation of character, nothing has been seen like it in this country.
The scandal did not take on a political aspect until afterce, in the history of this country, has an entire Presidential Cabinet suffered such a break over a woman. But Jack-
